              Depth of Field

           And the Rule of Thirds 

DOF is not equally distributed in front of and behind the plane of critical focus.  One third of the DOF will be in front of the focus point; and two thirds of the DOF will be behind the focus point.





Background


      Foreground















          
       b

         c


A


     
B
             C




a                    




The background at A focuses at a spot in front of the film plane (a), and continues to the film plane, where it forms a circle of confusion still within the resolution limit of the eye.  It, therefore, appears to be in focus.  Anything beyond A, however, will appear to be out of focus.

The foreground at C would focus at a spot (c), but at the film plane forms a circle of confusion still within the resolution limit of the eye.  It, therefore, appears to be in focus.  Anything closer than C, however, will appear to be out of focus. 

Notice that Point A is about twice as far from Point B as is Point C.  Therefore, the DOF range is about 1/3 in front of the plane of exact focus, and extends to about 2/3 behind the plane of exact focus. 
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